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In July, 1924, events put policy in the back-
ground. A new and fierce outbreak of hostilities
in the western zone compelled decisive action,
Once again disaster threatened through the old
difficulty of a besieged outpost, of vital importance
to the whole defence structure, to which relief
could not be brought. This time it was Koba
Darsa, high in the precipitous mountains above the
valley of Uad Lau, Four relief expeditions had been
sent, and none had succeeded in accomplishing
their mission; The military command in Tetuan
were in despair. They planned to reorganise defences
to meet the threat that would result from Koba
Darsa's inevitable fall. At the last minute someone
thought of Franco. Perhaps he would find some
plan to save the situation. He was recalled at a
moment's notice from the remote district where the
Legion were engaged, and asked by the commander
in Tetuan if he thought anything could be done.
If they gave him full powers of command, he
replied, Koba Darsa would certainly be relieved,
His request was granted, and without waiting for
. further discussion he set out by sea for the valley
of Uad Lau, scene of his old training camp and now
principal base of operations, He arrived late in
the morning, and after two hours with the maps
Ms plans were ready. The excitement over Ms
arrival had abated, for this was the hour of day,
in the African summer,, when Moor and Spaniard
alike forgot about fighting and sought shade from